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LYNCHING AND MOB VIOLENCE IN KENTUCKY 

The cost of carrying out the provisions of this section shall be paid by the com- 
monwealth. 

Sec. 7. If a person is sentenced to a house of correction in a county 
other than that in which he was convicted or is removed from a house of cor- 
rection in one county to a house of correction in another county, on an order 
of the prison commissioners, to promote the classification of prisoners, said 
commissioners shall fix the amount to be paid for the cost of his support. It 
shall also decide what part of such cost shall be paid by the county from 
which he was removed or sentenced, and the remainder of such cost shall 
be paid by the commonwealth. The county commissioners of either county 
may appeal to the Superior Court for a revision of such action of the prison 
commissioners, and said court sitting in either county shall determine the 
question. 

So much of sections 108 and no of chapter 225 of the revised laws as is 
inconsistent with the provisions of this section is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 8. The prison commissioners shall make such rules regarding the 
purchase of supplies and materials for the state institutions under their control 
as shall secure publicity and competition. Any person dealing in any such sup- 
plies and materials who shall file with the warden or superintendent a memo- 
randum, giving his name, address and business, shall be notified when adver- 
tisements are published soliciting proposals to sell articles in which he deals. 

No purchase of supplies or materials in excess of $500 for either of said 
institutions shall be made, excepting as provided in this section, unless the 
commissioners shall give written authority to do otherwise, and in such case 
they shall enter upon their records the reasons for their action. The warden 
or superintendent shall, by public advertisement, invite proposals therefor, 
and shall furnish to bidders carefully-drawn specifications giving the quantity 
and quality of the articles wanted and the lime and manner of delivery, with 
samples, if practicable. The advertisement shall contain notice of the time 
when proposals will be opened at the office of the commissioners. All proposals 
shall be in writing and sealed. They shall be opened by the warden or super- 
intendent in the presence of the commissioners, who shall cause them to be 
entered in a book and compared, and shall preserve all proposals for at least 
one month. The person offering the lowest terms, with satisfactory security 
for the performance, shall be entitled to the contract, unless it appears to the 
commissioners that it is not for the interest of the commonwealth to accept 
his proposal, or to accept any proposal. In such case they shall enter upon 
their records their reasons for their action. 

Sec. 9. If all bids are rejected, the commissioners may direct that new 
proposals be invited, or may authorize the warden or superintendent to pur- 
chase in a way which shall be for the interest of the commonwealth. Every 
contractor shall give bond in a reasonable sum, with satisfactory surety for 
the performance of his contract. 

The above is a copy of a message and a draft of a proposed law presented 
to the House of Representatives at Boston on February 9, 1912. 

A. W. T. 

"An Act to Prevent Lynching and Mob Violence in Kentucky."— The 
following is a copy of a bill which was introduced in the Kentucky Senate on 
February 1, 1912, by Mr. Moody. It is known as Senate Bill No. 236 : 
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ILLINOIS AND MASSACHUSETTS PROBATION LAWS 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 

Section i. It shall be the duty of the sheriff, jailer, constable and all other 
peace officers, who have notice or reason to anticipate lynching or mob violence 
of any kind to person or property in their bailiwick, to summon the power of 
the county and use all the means at their command diligently to protect such 
person or property. Any officer failing in his duty as herein provided shall be 
liable on his official bond to any person for all damages sustained thereby. 

Sec. 2. Any collection of persons assembled for an unlawful purpose or in- 
tending to do injury to anyone or his property without authority of law, shall 
be regarded as a mob, and any act of violence wilfully done by them to any 
person shall constitute a lynching. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of any officer named in the first section of this 
act, who has custody of any prisoner, to use diligently all the means at his com- 
mand to protect such prisoner from mob violence; and if any prisoner shall be 
taken from the custody of any such officer and lynched by a mob, it shall be 
prima facie a misfeasance in office by such officer, and it shall be the duty of 
the Governor to suspend him at once from office and appoint another to dis- 
charge the duties of the office, while he is suspended. It shall be the duty of 
the commonwealth attorney immediately to file in the circuit clerk's office any 
information against such officer, charging him with said misfeasance in office. 
The case shall be set for the second day of the next term of the court begin- 
ning not less than ten days after the summons is served, and shall have prefer- 
ence over other business. If the officer shall show that he used all the means 
at his command with due diligence and care, as provided by this act, and not- 
withstanding this, was unable to protect the prisoner, he shall be acquitted and 
his suspension from office shall terminate. But if he is found guilty the office 
shall be declared vacant. 

Sec. 4. All laws or parts of laws in conflict herewith are repealed. 

W. B. Moody, New Castle, Ky. 

Illinois and Massachusetts Probation Laws. — A law providing for a 
"System of Probation," and legalizing the ultimate discharge without punish- 
ment of persons found guilty of certain defined crimes and offenses, became 
operative in the State of Illinois during the past year. 

A somewhat similar law has been in operation in Massachusetts since 1878, 
and for more than twenty years the appointment of a probation officer in every 
municipal, police and district court has been mandatory. 

A comparison of the provisions of these two laws is interesting and servts 
as an illustration of the different methods by which communities approach the 
solution of similar problems. 

For instance, the Illinois law limits the offenses for which a person may 
be released on probation, while, on the other hand, in Massachusetts "the court 
may place the person so convicted (of any crime or offense) in care of the 
probation officer." The Illinois law with other limitations therein mentioned 
provides that those guilty of "larceny, embezzlement, and malicious mischief, 
when the property taken or converted or where the injury does not exceed 
$200 in value," and "burglary, when the amount feloniously taken does not 
exceed $200 in value," may be placed on probation. It would seem that the 
limitations named in the law are as reasonable as any that could be devised, 
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